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	From:

	Caroline Neave, Senior Administrative Officer

	To:
	Heads of Schools, Postgraduate Research Tutors, Taught Postgraduate Tutors (in Arts and PVAC, School of Law, School of Geography and POLIS)


	Cc:
	Directors of the Faculty Graduate Schools; Graduate School Co-ordinators; Pro-Deans for Research and Innovation; Postgraduate Research Secretaries; Postgraduate Taught Secretaries (Faculty of Arts & PVAC and Schools of Law, Geography and POLIS)
Members of the Group on Scholarships, Studentships and Prizes

	Date:
	18 January 2016


AHRC White Rose College of the Arts and Humanities Studentships 2016
TO BE READ IN CONJUNTION WITH WRoCAH AHRC Competition Studentships Document already circulated (Annex II)

This information will shortly be available on the Staff Restricted area of the Student Education Service website (you will be asked for your ISS username and password): http://ses.leeds.ac.uk/info/22200/postgraduate_scholarships_and_studentships/857/postgraduates-university_scholarships
Outline of Timetable for 2016 AHRC WRoCAH applications
Tuesday 2 February 16 - 5pm: 
Closing date for applications from students. Applications to 

      



be submitted using the electronic application form available from



http://wrocah.ac.uk/new-student/ahrc-competition/.
Early February 16:
School/Subject areas to hold meetings to decide on recommended applicants.
By Friday 12 February 16:
Requests for offer of a place of study letters to PRO Admissions. 
Friday 26 February 16: 
School recommended nominations to be uploaded to the WRoCAH website with supporting documentation. Schools to complete online Evaluation Form http://www.arts-and-humanities.whiterose.ac.uk/.
Friday 4 March 16:
Schools to complete School nomination list and email the completed form and supporting documentation to Postgraduate Scholarships. (see Annex I for further information.)

w/c 21  March 16: 
            Subject Cluster Committees review and rank applications.
Monday 4 April 16: 

Award and reserve lists to be finalised by Studentship Committee.



Postgraduate Scholarships Office notified of award and reserve 

nominations. 
Tuesday 5 April 16:

Schools informed of the outcome (but embargoed until Thursday 7 April)
PSO prepare offer letters, WRoCAH office prepare School communication.

Thursday 7 April 16:

Successful applicants receive offer letters.
Thursday 21 April 16: 

Deadline for Applicant Acceptances.
AHRC APPLICANT SELECTION PROCESS FOR 2016/2017
The University of Leeds is in competition with the universities of Sheffield and York regarding the number of awards it will receive for session 2016/17. There is NO quota of awards for each university. Therefore it is only the highest calibre applicants who will receive an award. 

AHRC White Rose College of Arts and Humanities Application Process 2016/17 – General Advice for Schools
1. Number of applications which can be put forward per School 

AHRC White Rose College of the Arts and Humanities Studentships 2016/17

Subject Cluster Committees 2016/17

	Cluster 
	Cluster Committee Name 
	AHRC Subject Area

	Cluster 1 
	History 
	History  

	Cluster 2 
	Thought 
	Philosophy; Law; Theology 

	Cluster 3 
	Creative Arts 
	Design; Visual Arts; Music; Dance; Drama 

	Cluster 4 
	Media 
	Film; TV; Web based; ICT; Communications; Journalism; Library and Info Studies 

	Cluster 5 
	Heritage & material culture 
	Art History; Archaeology; Classics;  Geography; Museums 

	Cluster 6 
	English 
	English; Cultural studies 

	Cluster 7 
	Languages & linguistics 
	Linguistics; Modern European; Asiatic; Middle East 


AHRC WRoCAH - Number of Nominations to go forward to the Subject Cluster Committees 2016/17
	School 
	MAX FOR CONSIDERATION FOR 2016/17

	Design
	2

	English
	5

	Fine Art, History of Art & Cultural Studies
	8

	Geography
	2

	History
	6

	School of Language and Cultural Studies
	8

	Law
	2

	Media and Communications
	2

	Music
	2

	Performance and Creative Industries
	2

	Philosophy, Religion & the History of Science
	6

	Politics & International Studies
	2

	TOTALS
	47


Annex I
2. School Nomination List
 
The template is available in electronic format from the Staff Restricted area of the Student Education Service website (you will be asked for your ISS user name and password):








 http://ses.leeds.ac.uk/info/22200/postgraduate_scholarships_and_studentships/857/postgraduates-university_scholarships
School Nomination List
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Schools are asked to forward electronic copies (one pdf per recommended applicant with the name of the application clearly marked on page one of the pdf) of all the following supporting documentation with the School Nomination list by Friday 4 March 2016 to pg_scholarships@leeds.ac.uk:

1. Transcripts including Grading System Full details of the marks obtained by the applicant in his/her first degree examinations should be forwarded together with the full description of the Grading System used.  Where applicants have not yet graduated, the transcripts should contain marks of those examination results that are available. If transcripts for postgraduate study are available, these should also be obtained
2. Copy of formal University offer letter – PhD students must have a start date of 1 October 2016 in order to be line with the grant. PhD students cannot be September starters.
3. IELTS/TOEFL Certificate, if applicable
4. Two Academic References Two academic references should be provided – these should be typed and the body of the text no longer than 2 sides of A4 (including any pre-typed front page). 

3.  Eligibility and Criteria and Value of Award/Payments
AHRC White Rose College of the Arts and Humanities Studentships 2016/17
(for UK and EU students)
Eligibility
· To be nominated for a WRoCAH AHRC Competition Studentship at the University of Leeds applicants MUST be either:
NEW applicants who have applied for a place of study at the University of Leeds, Sheffield or York in an eligible School, Department or Centre for start in October 2016.

EXISTING students entering their 2nd year of PhD study in October 2016. They must either be either at Leeds, Sheffield or York or have made an application to transfer to one of these three institutions by the closing deadline on 2 February.

· Applicants from EU countries other than the UK are generally eligible for 'Fees Only' awards if they have been resident in the EU, other than the UK, for the 3 years immediately preceding the date of an award.  However, EU nationals who have been resident in the UK for 3 years immediately preceding the date of an award are eligible for a full award, paying academic fees and a maintenance grant at the UK/EU Research Council rate.  Please refer to page 13 of the RCUK Terms and Conditions of Training Grants:

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/RCUK-prod/assets/documents/documents/TermsConditionsTrainingGrants.pdf

It is suggested that Schools forward CVs to the Postgraduate Scholarships Office if they are uncertain as to whether a potential nominated EU applicant is eligible to receive fees and/or fees/maintenance.
Overseas qualifications

The AHRC no longer provides a table of qualifications in their guidance. Organisations must use NARIC to determine the equivalence of any overseas degrees held by student. www.naric.org.uk
Subject eligibility

The AHRC subject areas are defined on the AHRC web site 
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/documents/guides/ahrc-s-subject-coverage/.  
Payments and Allowances
The AHRC recognises full-time and part-time studentships. UK students will be eligible for a full award, covering academic fees and a maintenance grant at the UK/EU Research Council rate. EU candidates will be eligible for an award paying academic fees only, except in exceptional circumstances or where residency in the UK has been established for more than 3 years prior to the start of the course. Eligibility enquiries should be made to the Postgraduate Scholarships Office in the first instance.
Rates for 2016 are not yet available, but in 2015 full-time studentships provided tuition fees of £4,052 (for Doctoral studentships) and a maintenance grant (if eligible) of £14,057 for doctoral award holders. 

Tuition Fee levels

The maximum tuition fee support is determined by Research Councils UK (RCUK).  Please note that RCUK guidance states that “any difference between the Research Council fee-payment level and what an institution charges should not be met by the student. The agreement by an institution to host a Research Council studentship is a matter between the institution and the Research Council and in no circumstances should the student be asked to meet any fee shortfall from their stipend, or receive less than the Research Council specified minimum stipend.” (This guidance is available on the RCUK website at http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/grantstcs/)
Please note: where tuition fees for a programme of study are higher than the maximum rate set by RCUK, the School or Faculty will be responsible for making up the shortfall. Schools must raise a Form 21 to pay the difference to enable a student to register for their programme of study.  There is no funding in the Central Postgraduate Scholarships budget to cover such shortfalls.

Other Allowances

 All studentships are eligible for additional allowances if they incur additional costs while studying because of a disability. The process for applying for Disabled students Allowance (DSA) is now harmonised across the Research Councils. Please read the guidance on the RCUK website. http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/researchcareers/Pages/dsa.aspx
Requests for DSA must first be discussed with the Equality Service. 

Information on the DSA claim procedure is available in electronic format from the Postgraduates – Research Council Funding section on the Staff Restricted area of the Student Education Service website (you will be asked for your ISS user name and password):

http://ses.leeds.ac.uk/info/22200/postgraduate_scholarships_and_studentships/849/postgraduates-research_council_funding
· October 2016:  The candidates selected for AHRC funding by the University will be entered directly onto the Je-S Student Details Portal by the School within one month of the student’s start date. Schools should wait until the student has registered before doing this. Guidelines on entering student details on the Je-S Student Details Portal will be circulated to Schools in due course.


Please note that although there will no longer be an AHRC approval process, students recruited to any AHRC studentship will still need to meet AHRC’s published eligibility criteria. The Postgraduate Scholarships Office will not be able to make an award unless it is satisfied that the applicant has met the academic and residency criteria.  
Contact Details

The Postgraduate Scholarships Office is now the first point of contact for any queries about post-award processes as well as application enquiries (pg_scholarships@leeds.ac.uk). From October 2010 the University has the authority to make decisions about many post-award processes without the need to have these confirmed by AHRC. AHRC will not be able to handle enquiries from students about post-award decisions and will be directed back to their institution.

Student Details Portal

AHRC now use the Je-S Student Details Portal and all records relating to AHRC-funded students are managed by the University within the portal. The portal is used to update information about students, such as periods of suspension, change of thesis title or course etc.

The PGSO must be informed immediately in the event of the following:

Suspension/extension requests;

Change of thesis title (or Master’s programme);

Change from full-time to part-time study or vice versa.
Student Payments  

WRoCAH & Student Payments for BGP1 and CDA Awards
The Postgraduate Scholarships Office will continue to administer all payments for students funded through the BGP1 and Collaborative Doctoral Awards. Schools will be liable to reimburse the Postgraduate Scholarships Office if an overpayment is made to a student due to not receiving sufficient notification of a suspension. 
The Postgraduate Scholarships Office will also administer payments for students via WRoCAH.

Schools will need to administer payments for any Project Students within their School by raising a Form 21 and Form 22 for fees and maintenance.
Suspension/Extension Requests

AHRC no longer require universities to request approval for periods of suspension or illness. Schools must inform the Postgraduate Scholarships Office immediately if a suspension is required, and process the request in the usual way through Research Student Administration. Once the request is approved by the University, the Postgraduate Scholarships Office will contact the student with updated information regarding their payment schedule. This office will also record the suspension information on the Je-S Student Details Portal. We are required to do this within one month of approval.
AHRC will no longer need to approve an extension to a student’s submission date during their writing up year. The RO will be responsible for considering the request in accordance with the guidelines above. If the extension is eligible and agreed by the RO, the RO will need to amend the submission date on Je-S and add an appropriate reason. Retrospective requests will not be considered so Schools should contact the Postgraduate Scholarships Office as soon as they are aware of any issues which may require an extension of studies.
Any requests for extensions need to be with Postgraduate Scholarships Office by 1 August 2016 to enable AHRC to update their submission rate survey information. 
Research Training Support Grant for BGP1 
The RTSG will be administered by the Postgraduate Scholarships Office.

End of Award Reports

AHRC still require CDA award holders to submit a final report on the work they have undertaken together with an assessment from their supervisor(s).

The report forms for students and supervisors will be available in electronic format on the AHRC website and an e-mail notification will be sent to students and Research Organisations in early summer when they are available for download. Forms should be returned to the AHRC by the end of September.

Annex II

	WRoCAH AHRC Competition Studentships
Guidance Notes for Units and Cluster Committees 2016
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1. 2015/6 Process timeline

	Date
	What

	1 November 2015
	Live for applications

	5pm Tuesday 2 February 2016
	Closing deadline for applications

	Friday 26 February 2016
	Deadline for Unit* evaluations to be submitted

	Friday 11 March 2016
	Deadline for Peer reviews to be submitted

	w/c 21 and 28 March 2016
	Cluster Committees meet

	Monday 4 April 2016
	Studentships Committee meet

	late Monday 4 April 2016
	PG Scholarships Officers informed of outcome

	Tuesday 5 - Wednesday 6 April 2016
	PG Scholarships Officers prepare offer letters

WRoCAH office prepare Unit communication

	Wednesday 6 April 2016
	Units informed

	Thursday 7 April 2016
	Offers made


An overview of the process is also shown in the flowchart on the following page.
* Leeds, Sheffield and York have a range of Schools, Departments, Centres and Institutes.  For simplicity, all are referred to as Units.
2. Working with students pre-application

Units may work with students to refine their project proposals right up to the student application closing deadline at 17:00 GMT on Tuesday 2 February 2016.

New Students

New students are encouraged to make their PhD programme applications as early as possible and make direct contact with the prospective Unit prior to completing their WRoCAH funding application. Units are also recommended to establish, as far as is possible, that students are serious applicants and have clear reasons for wanting to study with that Unit. This reduces the risk of applicants being put forward who would prefer to go elsewhere, and may decline a WRoCAH offer. The WRoCAH project proposal may be refined from the one submitted for the PhD programme application.

Existing Students

While we still expect the bulk of applications to be from new PhD starters, WRoCAH is very pleased to be able to offer two-year AHRC Competition Continuation Studentships from 2016. Students are only eligible if they are entering their second year in October 2016. 

NB: Second year students still count as one submission within the Unit’s maximum number to be forwarded for consideration. No additional allocation is given.

3. The 2016 AHRC Competition Studentship Application form

Applications are made via a Google Form which will be available at: www.wrocah.ac.uk/new-student/competition/ from 1 November 2015. The Student Guidance for completion of the application form can be found on the same page.

Once the application form is submitted, it is routed automatically into a folder for the appropriate institution.

As they are received, scholarships officers at each institution check applications against AHRC and WRoCAH eligibility criteria.  Only eligible applications will be forwarded to Units.

4. Immediately after the closing deadline

Immediately after the closing deadline, the remaining applications are checked for eligibility by the scholarships officers.  

In 2015, 337 applications (over 84%) were received in the final week and 80 students (24%) applied after 5pm on the final day with the last student applying seconds before the midnight closing deadline. For this reason, the closing deadline has been brought forward to 17:00 on Tuesday 2 February. This means that the WRoCAH Office, PG Scholarships staff at Leeds, Sheffield and York will be available to answer queries right up to the closing deadline, if necessary.

If you are keen to ensure specific students apply for funding, please make sure they are aware that the closing deadline is 5pm, not midnight!
Eligibility checking

Each application must be checked for eligibility and the sheer volume means means that the full set of applications for your Unit may not be available until later that week.  Your patience with the scholarships teams at your institution at this time is much appreciated - they will make the full set of applications available to you as soon as possible.

5. Unit Evaluation stage

Access to applications for Units

Access to applications for Units is managed through Google using @wrocah.ac.uk logins.  If you have previously accessed applications via an @sheffield.ac.uk or @york.ac.uk Google account this will no longer work. We have migrated to universal @wrocah.ac.uk to maintain the same levels of data security within the WRoCAH application process across the three institutions and keep applications visible only to those who need to see them.

It is important that the WRoCAH office is aware of all staff who will be involved in the evaluation of applications for your Unit so they can be given access to the relevant applications. All members of staff who need to access WRoCAH applications will be provided with a WRoCAH login. If you need one and do not have one, please email office@wrocah.ac.uk. 

Although several staff may be involved in evaluation of applications it is also essential that each Unit which has been allocated a “Maximum number of applications to put forward for consideration” (Appendix A) designates a single person (such as Graduate Chair or equivalent) who will be responsible for final sign off of the Unit evaluation statements. They may also be the submitter, but the task of submitting may be delegated to the designated Unit administrator once the Unit evaluations have been signed off.
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Completing Unit evaluations

Unit evaluations will be completed via a Google form.  The process has been simplified from previous years and you will just need to enter a student number and name when completing the evaluation form.

· All Units must submit their evaluations for all their applicants up to their maximum number to forward for consideration by midnight on Friday 26 February 2016. 

· It is considered to be good practice to adopt a departmental scoring system based on the WRoCAH evaluation criteria (see below) to select the applicants to forward to WRoCAH for consideration. 

Appendix B provides guidance to preparing Unit evaluations.

Unit evaluations require four short narrative statements (each with a maximum of 200 words) against the three recruitment criteria. These statements cover:

1. Your evaluation of the quality of the student, comprising:

· summary of factual evidence to support the quality of the student

· your view of that evidence


2. Your evaluation of the:
quality of the project proposal 

OR 
the quality of the development of the project during the first year of research (for 2 year studentships)

3. Your description of the fit of the student with your Unit and with the wider White Rose research community
You will also be required to confirm the name of the supervisor the student will be/is working with.

Once the Unit evaluations are submitted, Peer Reviewers will base their assessment solely on the student application and Unit evaluation. It is not possible to upload additional material, such as references, transcripts or pieces of work.

VERY IMPORTANT: 
Unit statements provide an opportunity for academic staff to make the case for funding an applicant, but they must be based upon the student application, be evidence-based and verifiable on audit. Because of this, statements should be as full as possible, within the word limits given, addressing the points laid out in Appendix B.
For Units with a large number of applications which can be forwarded for consideration it may be a good idea to ask proposed supervisors to draft the evaluation, prior to the designated Unit officer reviewing and submitting the statements.

Units must choose a single subject cluster to which to submit each application for consideration.  Applications do not all need to be forwarded to the same subject cluster. Appendix C provides a definition of the scope of each cluster. Appendix D lists the members of the Peer Review College who make up the 2016 Subject Cluster Committees.

It is important that Units make sure that all research proposals put forward for consideration fall within the AHRC definitions of eligible subject areas. Any which do not will be excluded for consideration by the Subject Cluster Committees.[image: image1.png]i
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The Subject Cluster Committees do not have quotas and there will be moderation across committees to ensure consistent quality so there is no advantage in submitting to one committee rather than another. Units must therefore choose the subject cluster purely on the grounds of the fit of the application with the Committee’s scope. The Subject Cluster committee member list may also be usefully consulted, but the role of the Committee is moderation of Unit statements rather than as discipline specialists.

Students will be contacted directly by the WRoCAH office during the w/c 9 March 2015 to confirm if they have made it through to the second application stage.  Units should be prepared to offer feedback to applicants who have not made it through, at this point. Units may let applicants know informally if they have made it through to the second stage before this date if they wish.

6. Subject Cluster Committee Assessment

From Monday 29 February 2016, Applications and Unit evaluations will be assigned to Subject Cluster Committee Chairs, according to the subject cluster selected.


· Chairs will then assign each application to two reviewers from their panel (drawn from WRoCAH Peer Review College).

· Neither reviewer should from the University applied to, and normally each from different universities (e.g. a Leeds application would go to reviewers from Sheffield and York).

· The first reviewer will normally be from the discipline of the research proposal, but the second reviewer may be from a related field.

· Reviewers should be selected with an eye to expertise and workload, and no reviewer should be expected to read more than ten applications.

Chairs may also decide that applications are ineligible on the grounds of being outside the AHRC remit (see above), or should be transferred to a more appropriate subject cluster, or that there is a need for cross-referral, normally to the Chair of a second cluster. In all cases they will make such recommendations in consultation with the WRoCAH Director.

Peer Reviews are completed online.  The technical details of how to do this will be provided separately to Cluster Committee members. 

Peer Review College members will then review all applications assigned to them, based upon the application and Unit evaluation. They will enter their individual assessments in an identical set of four narrative sections, but they will also assign a score of 1 to 5 to each criterion, based on the WRoCAH grade descriptors (Appendix E) which have been adjusted to reflect feedback and to ensure that existing students applying for 2 year studentships are assessed fairly. 

Weightings will be applied to those scores as follows:

Quality of student


x8 
Quality of project proposal 
x7
Fit with Unit and WRoCAH
x5 
Peer Reviews must be completed by Friday 11 March 2016.
In the week before the Subject Cluster meeting Cluster Chairs will be provided with a summary spreadsheet of the assessments, and the average score for each application. In cases of disagreement they may ask the committee members to reach an agreed score, or where that is not possible they may choose to act as a 3rd assessor.

Cluster Committee meetings

The 7 Subject Cluster Committees will meet in the two weeks beginning 21 and 28 March 2016. For the cluster meeting all members will be asked to read as many of the applications as possible, but each application will be assigned to the first reviewer to present it to the Committee, with time given to the second reviewer to make any additional comments.

Each application will then be given a final agreed score, from which the subject cluster ranking will be derived. The Committee will also have the Unit rankings available and the Chair should note any discrepancies from the Unit evaluation and the Committee may choose to take account of them by amending their ranking, but are not required to do so. In cases of disagreement the Chair’s decision is final.

Studentships Committee meeting

The Studentships Committee meets on Monday 4 April 2016.  It will receive the scores and rankings from each of the seven subject cluster committees as well as summary statistics for each committee. In the case of anomalies it will examine whether this is due to quality of applicants or whether it is a product of discipline-based scoring differences (in which case it may choose to moderate scores from specific committees).

It is anticipated that the top-ranked applicants from each committee will go forward for funding, whilst the lowest ranked applicants will be excluded. The Studentships Committee will pay most attention to the middle-ranking candidates to ensure that when the individual rankings are merged it is done on an equitable basis. 

The Committee will agree a single combined ranking for the top 95 candidates (on the basis that whilst only the top 54 will be given funding offer some may withdraw, in which case the offer will be transferred to the next ranked applicant).

Units will be informed of the outcome of the selection process by 12:00 noon on Tuesday 5 April 2016, with the information embargoed until 12:00 noon on Thursday 7 April 2016.
7. Offers, reserve candidates and rejections

Successful candidates

The top 54 candidates will be informed by email of their success at securing a WRoCAH Studentship at 12:00 noon on Thursday 7 April 2016 by the WRoCAH Office. Formal scholarship offers will be made later that day (or as soon as possible afterwards) by the relevant central PG administration officers at each institution, using standard WRoCAH text.  Students will have two weeks to accept offers. In the event of declines or nil response within that timeframe, an offer will be made to the next ranked student.  

Units are strongly encouraged to make direct and early contact with successful students to encourage them to accept offers. The ranked reserve list will be drawn upon until 31 July 2016.

All WRoCAH Studentships are for a 1 October start. No deferrals of start date will be permitted except under absolutely exceptional circumstances in which case, the only other permitted start date would be 1 January.

Reserve candidates

Students on the reserve list (55-95) will be informed by email of their reserve status by the WRoCAH Office on Friday 8 April 2016. They will receive a further email once formal acceptances are received for all the studentships available informing them of this.

Rejected candidates

Unsuccessful students will also be informed by by email on Friday 8 April 2016 by the WRoCAH Office . It will be made clear that their rejection for a WRoCAH Studentship does not affect their eligibility for any other type of Studentship available at their home institution.

Appendix A: WRoCAH Submission Units & Maximum for Consideration 2015/6

	LEEDS
	

	School of Design
	2

	School of English
	5

	School of Fine Art, History of Art & Cultural Studies
	8

	School of Geography
	2

	School of History
	6

	School of Languages, Cultures and Societies
	8

	School of Law
	2

	School of Media and Communication
	2

	School of Music
	2

	School of Performance and Cultural Industries
	2

	School of Philosophy, Religion & the History of Science
	6

	School of Politics & International Studies
	2

	SHEFFIELD
	

	Department of Archaeology
	6

	School of Architecture
	2

	Institute for Interdisciplinary Biblical Studies
	2

	School of East Asian Studies
	2

	School of English
	11

	Department of Geography
	2

	Department of History
	5

	Information School
	2

	Department of Journalism Studies
	2

	School of Languages & Cultures
	5

	School of Law
	2

	Department of Music
	2

	Department of Philosophy
	7

	Department of Politics
	2

	YORK
	

	Archaeology
	4

	Centre for Medieval Studies
	2

	Centre for Women's Studies
	2

	English
	12

	History
	8

	History of Art
	7

	Language and Linguistic Science
	2

	Law
	2

	Music
	5

	PEP
	2

	Philosophy
	2

	Politics
	2

	TFTV
	2


Appendix B: Unit Evaluations - information required

Evaluation

	Question
	Look at these parts of the Student Application Form
	Unit Evaluation Form

	Quality of Student
	Qualifications (achieved and working towards)
   and
Relevant work experience 
  and
 Publications
   and 
 Performances, 
 Compositions, Exhibitions
   and
 Prizes and Awards
	Box 1 - Factual evidence
The Peer Reviewers DO NOT see student transcripts. Please detail relevant marks to demonstrate trajectory, and summarise any supporting evidence you have from references for predicted outcomes if student does not already hold their Masters degree. Please also highlight the work experience you consider to be most relevant here, if applicable.
Box 2 - Your view of that evidence
This is your evaluation of the quality of the student based on your overall impression of their track record including the relevance of any work experience if applicable. Contextualise the factual evidence you have included in Box 1 for your subject area.

	Quality of Project
	Project proposal
	Describe the project’s quality in the light of existing research in this area.  Describe its significance and originality and how this will contribute to the body of knowledge in this area.

	Fit 
	Your fit
To which you will add your own case for why this student is a good fit with your Unit
	Box 1 - Fit with your Unit
What we are looking for here is your view of the fit the student’s research has with your Unit’s research strategy, and with that of their prospective supervisor. What makes this such a good fit? What new opportunities will having this student and line of research open up for the Unit?
Box 2 - Fit with wider White Rose research community 
We are also looking for the fit with the wider White Rose research community. Is this student a particularly good fit with existing cross White Rose activities your Unit already has in place? Will this area give you a new opportunity to establish additional cross-institutional or interdisciplinary links?


Subject Cluster

Each application must be assigned to the most appropriate Cluster Committee. You may choose only one. A full description of each Cluster is given in Appendix C.
· Creative Arts

· English and Cultural Studies

· Heritage and Material Culture

· History

· Media

· Modern Languages and Linguistics

· Thought

Appendix C: Description of WRoCAH Subject Clusters

CLUSTER 1: HISTORY.  The Universities of Leeds, Sheffield and York have a long and distinguished tradition of studying history, having enjoyed outstanding research and teaching ratings for many years, and possess national and international reputations to match. The three universities cover the full scope of historical study across the span of historical periods. This study is not confined to history departments alone. The history of science can be found in philosophy at Leeds, for instance, and there are distinguished historical schools in classics, film studies, modern languages and international politics. The historians work happily across disciplinary and administrative boundaries.

The Departments of History carry out world-leading research in medieval, early modern, late modern and contemporary history. This research is heavily backed by the research councils: examples include, the St Stephen’s Chapel, Westminster project at York with a timespan covering the thirteenth century to the twentieth century, Building British History from the sixteenth to the nineteenth centuries at Sheffield, and Subjects to Citizens which encompasses Indian, Pakistani and British history at Leeds.

The geographical scope of the universities is equally impressive. Between them the White Rose universities cover the full range of British, European, American, international and global history. All have expanded both the size of the faculty and the span of its interest in recent years. The history offering at each of the universities is broad and deep in itself. The universities often collaborate to juxtapose disciplines, methods, periods and areas in exciting ways.

In recent years these collaborations have been fruitfully channelled through both White Rose and national research councils. Medieval historians are partners in the White Rose Making of Medieval History network. Imperial, Indian and Asian historians in each university are linked through an AHRC-funded White Rose East Asia Centre. There is a thriving Yorkshire African Studies Network and the Leverhulme Trust-funded international network, Comparative History of Political Engagement in Western and African Societies.

The history of science, technology and medicine has strong links to Medicine and other STEM subjects. In York the Institute of Railway Studies and Transport History works in collaboration with the National Railway Museum. The interdisciplinary Centre for Medical Humanities at Leeds is paralleled by Medical Humanities Sheffield and the Centre for Global Health Histories at York, which is supported by Wellcome Trust and the World Health Organization.

There are well-developed schemes of interdisciplinary co-supervision within the universities, especially in Medieval Studies at York and Leeds, and Early Modern Studies at Sheffield and York. The universities and White Rose take the study of non-anglophone history very seriously indeed. They encourage applications for the study of history in a range of modern languages, non-European and much as European and English.

CLUSTER 2: THOUGHT.  The Cluster comprises the academic disciplines of Philosophy, Law, Theology, Religious and Biblical Studies, which have significant strengths and a history of collaboration across all three universities.

White Rose activities include the Aesthetics Forum, the Association for Political Philosophy, the Centre for History of Philosophy, the Philosophy Postgraduate Forum, the research network Governing Public and Private Security in Europe (2011), and the studentship networks Responding to Global Challenges of Crime and Insecurity (2010-13), Global Anxieties and Urban Governance (2011-14), Classical Heroism in War and Peace (2013-16).

In Philosophy all three departments edit major journals – e.g. British Journal of the Philosophy of Science (Leeds), Journal of Applied Philosophy (Sheffield), British Journal of the History of Philosophy (York) – and achieve high rankings on national and international league tables.

Across the consortium we offer distinctive research concentrations in Aesthetics, History of Philosophy, Philosophy of Science and Political/Legal Philosophy (covered in Law and Politics departments as well) as well as Ethics, Metaphysics & Epistemology, and Mind/Language/Logic. Law has in the past decade become a major strength in Leeds and York as well as Sheffield, reflected in the growth of those departments.

Cross-consortium areas of research expertise include the Theory, Philosophy and History of Law as well as Jurisprudence and Doctrinal research with a Global focus on issues of Security and Environment. Theology and Biblical Studies are represented by the Sheffield Institute for Biblical Studies and Theology and Religious Studies at Leeds (which edits the journal Religious Studies), with significant expertise in Philosophy of Religion in all three institutions.

There is particular research strength in Ideological Criticism, Religion and Public Life, Southeast Asian and African Religious Traditions and Religions and Diaspora. Collaborations have included British Academy International Partnership Biblical Studies in Southern Africa and the UK in Dialogue (Sheffield and Leeds, 2011) and the Northumbrian Triangle in Philosophy of Religion (Leeds and York).

CLUSTER 3: CREATIVE ARTS. The Cluster incorporates the broad sweep of Design, Music, Drama, Dance, Architecture, Visual Arts and Culture. Each is an area of research strength in one or more of the White Rose institutions.

In Drama and Dance, Sheffield and York’s expertise in historical theatre complement those of Leeds in contemporary performance. There is a tradition of interdisciplinary co-supervision in these areas, together with significant overlaps with Media.

In Music, the White Rose boasts three strong research departments at Leeds, Sheffield and York, with world-class facilities (e.g. York’s Music Research Centre), robust partnerships to support performance and composition (e.g. Leeds and Opera North), and an existing record of consortium activity (e.g. Sheffield’s involvement in the Music Preserved archive at York). There is increasing activity across all three institutions in other areas, including Music Psychology and Computer Music.

In Visual Arts and Culture there are particular strengths at Leeds, including partnerships with organisations such as the Henry Moore Institute.  There is significant potential for collaboration across the White Rose institutions in subjects including Aesthetics, Cultural & Museum Studies, and Postcolonial Studies.

Design has a strong profile at Leeds, with synergies across all three White Rose institutions, e.g. with Health Sciences and Complex Systems Analysis at York. The Leeds’ International Textiles Archive is a major research resource.  Design at Sheffield is represented in Architecture, where Computation, Digital Design and Innovation is one of four key research clusters. The Creative Arts cluster encourages research applications that are both discipline-specific and inter/multi-disciplinary in nature.

CLUSTER 4: MEDIA. The Cluster incorporates the full range of media formats: film, television, web-based studies, communications studies, journalism and publishing, as well as library and information studies. In TV there has been significant growth at Leeds, in the unique Centre for World Cinemas (CWC) (within Modern Languages & Cultures) and the Institute of Communication Studies (ICS), and major investment at York (in Theatre, Film & TV).

The White Rose institutions have collaborated on the successful White Rose Studentship Mixed Cinema Network (2009-12); student numbers have also been grown through active cooperation between CWC and ICS at Leeds, and the 2010 launch of a PhD in Creative Practice at York. Media and Communication Studies are powerfully served by Sheffield’s special expertise in Digital Humanities (Information School; and Humanities Research Institute, which has significant collaborations with Leeds and York), at Leeds through ICS and English (with a special research group in New Humanities: Digital Humanities), and via the new Centre for Digital Heritage and developments in interactive media at York (Archaeology and History in collaboration with Computer Science; Theatre, Film & TV).

Journalism & Publishing is led by Sheffield with additional expertise at Leeds. Sheffield’s Information School, which became an iSchool in 2010, provides a major research environment and a significant graduate school for Library & Information Studies.

CLUSTER 5: HERITAGE & MATERIAL CULTURE. The  Cluster embraces the disciplines of Art History, Archaeology, Classics, and Cultural & Museum Studies, as well as aspects of Human Geography. Art History brings together major primary providers at Leeds and York with specialists from a variety of units (Architecture; History; Russian & Slavonic Studies) contributing to Sheffield’s new Centre for Visual Studies.

There is developing cross-consortium work drawing, for example, on Leeds’ expertise in Curation (FAHACS) and on common strengths at the three White Rose institutions in Medieval Studies and 18th-Century Studies. Archaeology is represented in the two successful departments at Sheffield and York (which won a Queen’s Anniversary Prize in 2011 and was short-listed for 3 THE Awards in 2012).

York has invested significantly in Bioarchaeology and is home to the highly successful Archaeology Data Service (the only national repository for research data funded by AHRC; winner of the Decennial Award of the International Digital Preservation Coalition, 2012). There are interdisciplinary collaborations in Historical Archaeology (including work between Sheffield and FAHACS at Leeds; and a Sheffield-led WRUC-funded research network on Performing the Past including archives, museums and performers). History of Art and Archaeology are particularly successful in CDAs: e.g., with English Heritage, National Gallery, National Maritime Museum, Natural History Museum, Tate, Tate Britain, and many local and regional cultural organizations.

There is expertise for classical studies in Leeds (History), Sheffield (Archaeology) and York (Archaeology; English & Related Literature; History; Philosophy). Cultural & Museum Studies are expanding through cross-disciplinary and cross-curriculum work in Heritage, especially the Cultural Heritage Management programmes in Archaeology at Sheffield and York, History in each institution, Leeds FAHACS’ work in Museums, Memories, Archives, and specialist research areas at York (in Sociology; Management; Theatre, Film & TV) and Sheffield (in Architecture, which won the 2012 AHRC CE KE project Home Improvements; and Town & Regional Planning).

CLUSTER 6: ENGLISH & CULTURAL STUDIES.  The White Rose English departments offer internationally-recognised research expertise in every area of the study of English Literature and Language, with added specialism in writing in numerous world languages from the classical to the modern period.

There is an international cadre of research students in all three departments, with research clusters working on medieval, early modern, 18th Century, Romantic, Victorian, Modern and Contemporary literature. American and post-colonial literatures are particularly strong in Leeds and York. Along with Women’s Studies in York, all three departments also offer research in the related areas of Theatre, Film, cultural studies, theory and creative writing. Leeds and Sheffield have a considerable cohort of postgraduates researching English language and linguistics. Internationally-renowned centres and institutes for Medieval Studies are located in Leeds and York. Committed expertise supports innovations in Digital Humanities research in linguistics and all literary periods.

Interdisciplinary research also thrives across the consortium, with substantial externally-funded research projects collaborating with cognate disciplines such as Modern Languages, Philosophy, Music, Art and History. Postgraduate researchers benefit from extensive library holdings in all three Universities. The location of the British Library within the triangle of Universities at Boston Spa is a unique and easily accessible resource. In each department there is a lively and supportive research culture based around vibrant seminar and conference participation and bespoke research facilities.

Students researching in English and Cultural Studies will be encouraged to collaborate with fellow postgraduates funded through other subject clusters, most notably, Creative Arts, Media, Heritage and Languages and Linguistic Science.

The strong commitment to Arts and Humanities in all three Universities enables creative impact on community, regional and national culture, with English and cultural studies playing a leading role in the artistic and intellectual life of the cities in which the departments are embedded.

CLUSTER 7: MODERN LANGUAGES & LINGUISTICS. Research in Modern Languages and Linguistics at York, Leeds and Sheffield is highly diverse and varied. At York, scholars in the Department of Language and Linguistic Science are working on a range of topics in theoretical and empirical linguistics, with current projects on aspects of language acquisition, psycholinguistics,  language variation, forensic speech science, phonetics and phonology, syntax and semantics.

At Leeds, researchers in the School of Languages, Cultures and Societies are working a similar range of topics, and also on discourse analysis, language and gender, language and power, and international linguistics, as are colleagues in the School of English.

The School of English at Sheffield is similarly interested in a broad range of themes relating to applied linguistics and language acquisition, as well as in literary linguistics, and colleagues in the School of Languages and Cultures are working on topics in socio-linguistics, corpus linguistics, structures of language, and language and its applications (including translation) across a range of languages.

In Modern Languages research, the Department of English and Related Literature at York boasts research specialisms in non-English literatures from the medieval to the postcolonial periods. In the School of Languages, Cultures and Societies at Leeds researchers are working on all periods from the medieval to the twenty-first century and across a large range of languages and countries, including Latin America, East Asia, the Middle East, and Russia, with research groups in cultural studies, film and visual culture, history, translation studies, literary studies, and area studies.

At Sheffield too, the emphasis in Modern Languages is on visual cultures, gender and identity, intellectual history and politics, migration, culture and community, literary studies and cultural history, and a wide range of languages and countries are covered, with a Centre for Dutch Studies, a Centre for Luxembourg Studies, and a particular focus on Slavonic languages.

Appendix D: Subject Cluster Committee Membership 

Cluster 1: History

	Simon Ball
	Leeds
	(Chair)

	Julia Barrow
	Leeds
	Medieval ecclesiastical history 800-1250, Bishops; clergy; charters; reform; historiography; forgeries; demonstrative behaviour; monasticism


	David Clayton
	York
	Customs, laws and behaviour in Hong Kong, evolution of labour standards, trademarks, international political economy of trade in cotton textiles during the mid to late twentieth century

	Kate Dossett
	Leeds
	Women and Gender History; U.S. History; African American History; The Harlem Renaissance; Black Theatre; Feminist Archives

	William Gould
	Leeds
	Modern Indian social & political history, Indian social history; Imperial and Commonwealth History.

	Robert Shoemaker
	Sheffield
	Social & cultural history, gender, urban history, London, print culture, crime, justice & punishment, digital humanities

	Mary Vincent
	Sheffield
	Spanish history from 1870; civil wars; political and religious violence, history of gender 

	Martial Staub
	Sheffield
	Medieval European History, 12th to 16th centuries


Cluster 2: Thought
	Mark Wynn
	Leeds
	(Chair)

	David Efird
	York
	Philosophy of Religion, Philosophical Theology, Metaphysics

	Rosanna Keefe
	Sheffield
	Philosophy of Logic, Philosophy of Language, Vagueness, Metaphysics

	 Matthew Kieran
	Leeds
	Philosophy, in particular: aesthetics and the philosophy or art, creativity, ethics, experimental philosophy, moral psychology, philosophical psychology, virtue theory

	James Lenman
	Sheffield
	Metaethics, Normative Ethics, Political Philosophy, Applied Ethics, Epistemology, Ancient Philosophy

	Matt Matravers
	York
	Philosophy of criminal law; penal theory; contemporary political philosophy

	Rachel Muers
	Leeds
	Theology; ethics; gender; study of Christianity

	Aurora Plomer
	Sheffield
	Philosophy, Law

	John Divers
	Leeds
	Philosophy: Theoretical 
(Metaphysics, Logic, Epistemology, Philosophy of Language and Mind)

	Martin O’Neill
	York
	Political philosophy, moral philosophy, political theory, ethics, justice, equality, inequality, responsibility, liberty, democracy, social justice, capitalism, socialism


Cluster 3: Creative Arts
	Amanda Crawley-Jackson
	Sheffield
	(Chair)

	Frances Babbage
	Sheffield
	Modern and contemporary theatre; adaptation and devising methods; gender and performance; applied and community theatre

	Michael Cordner
	York
	Theatre studies. English literature, especially 1550-1790.  Editorial Studies.  Performance analysis and history

	Roger Marsh
	York
	Music, Composition, Modernism, Contemporary Music, Music Theatre, Words and Music, Japanese Music.

	Alice O’Grady
	Leeds
	Applied performance, prison theatre, theatre in education, community arts, participatory art/performance, interactivity, risk and aesthetics, socially engaged performance, arts education, festival culture, subcultural studies, EDMC (Electronic Dance Music Culture).

	Michael Spencer
	Leeds
	Composition; aesthetics; analysis; performance; conducting; contemporary music   
history

	Jeremy Wells
	York
	Spectral transformation and modelling of audio, source separation for spatial reconfiguration of recordings, computer modelling of room acoustics, the nature of sound recording

	Adam Stansbie
	Sheffield
	Music; Composition; Performance; Electroacoustic Music; Acousmatic Music; Practice as Research; Ontology of Music; Philosophy of Music


Cluster 4: Media
	Martin Conboy
	Sheffield
	(Chair)

	Julia Dobson
	Sheffield
	Film, performance, theatre, critical theory, gender, cultural studies.

	David Forrest
	Sheffield
	British social realism; British television drama; adaptation of the working-class novel; working-class literature; contemporary British realism; European Art Cinema; British wartime cinema; inclusive pedagogical practice in Higher Education; arts and health; recovery and education.

	Kristyn Gorton
	York
	affect, emotion, television audiences, desire, online media, feminist theory,British and American television drama, cinematic work by Marguerite Duras, reality television, melodrama in television and film, British television history, archiving/curating television and television heritage

	Bethany Klein
	Leeds
	Commercialism and the media; popular music culture; media policy and regulation; copyright; social issues in entertainment television.

	Marian Ursu
	York
	Interactive Media, Digital Media, Media and Technology, Interactive Narratives, Digital Storytelling, Context Aware Communication Systems, Social Media, Games, Digital Art, Information Systems

	Peter Willett
	Sheffield
	Information management and information science in general, with particular expertise in bibliometrics, chemoinformatics and information retrieval

	Sandra Pauletto
	York
	sound design, audio technology, sound in theatre and film, sonification and suditory displays, sound perception and cognition, sound and heritage, digital voice 


Cluster 5: Heritage and Material Culture
	Elizabeth Prettejohn
	York
	(Chair)

	Chris Carr
	Leeds
	Science Heritage, Historic Materials, Textiles, Colouration, Fibrous Materials, Science and Technology 

	Jane Rempel
	Sheffield
	Archaeology of the Greek and Roman worlds, landscape archaeology, funerary archaeology, post-colonial and globalisation approaches to ancient Greek colonisation, reception of the classical past in the UK

	Richard Checketts
	Leeds
	Art, architecture, & material culture, esp. Renaissance and Baroque.  Artisanal practices & materials.  Materiality & theories of materiality. Theories of art & architecture.  Early modern philosophy/science in relation to art & material culture; Glass; Marble

	Gill Chitty
	York
	historic buildings, heritage management, conservation philosophy & practice, public policy, heritage protection, community engagement, John Ruskin

	Elizabeth Craig-Atkins
	Sheffield
	Human osteology, Biological anthropology, Funerary archaeology, Anglo­Saxon and medieval archaeology

	Julia Banwell
	Sheffield
	Mexican visual culture: photography and art from the 19th to 21st centuries

	Jeanne Nuechterlein
	York
	Art history, medieval studies, Renaissance studies

	Michelle Alexander
	York
	Diet; Isotopes; Bioarchaeology; Osteology; Archaeological Science; Medieval; Post-Medieval; Medieval Mediterranean; Zooarchaeology

	Malcolm Heath
	Leeds
	Ancient Greek literature (especially drama, oratory and rhetorical theory, literary criticism and scholarship) and philosophy (especially Aristotle, ancient philosophical poetics)


Cluster 6: English and Cultural Studies
	Matt Campbell
	York
	(Chair)

	Jane Hodson
	Sheffield
	

	Madeleine Callaghan
	Sheffield
	Romantic poetry: poetry of power and powerlessness and the individual poetic self.

	Trev Broughton
	York
	Life writing; 19th Century

	Marcus Nevitt
	Sheffield
	

	Andrew Warnes
	Leeds
	American Literature esp; other areas of Modern, Postcolonial and Contemporary 

	 Catherine Batt
	 Leeds
	Anglo-Norman, Middle English literature; medieval studies; medievalism

	Helen Smith
	York
	Material texts, book history, feminist literary history, gender history, materiality.

	Elizabeth Tyler
	York
	Medieval Literature and Medieval Studies.  Broad expertise across the period, with special expertise: early and high middle ages; literature and history; England, Northern France, Low Countries and Germany.

	John Whale
	Leeds
	Romantic Period 1789-1832; non-fictional prose; contemporary British poetry


Cluster 7: Modern Languages and Linguistics
	Stuart Taberner
	Leeds
	(Chair)

	Julia Dobson
	Sheffield
	Film, performance, theatre, critical theory, gender, cultural studies

	Louise Johnson
	Sheffield
	Catalan, Spanish, literature, cultural studies, gender, sport, physical culture, 20-21st century intellectual history, translation

	Dunstan Brown
	York
	

	Peter Sells
	York
	Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, Typology

	Stephanie Dennison
	Leeds
	Latin American Studies, especially film and cultural studies, and Brazilian Studies. Lusophone cultural history.

	Graham Williams
	Sheffield
	Historical linguistics and stylistics, ethnopragmatics, history of English, medieval and early modern language and literature 

	Marilyn Vihman
	York
	Child language, phonetics, phonology, bilingualism

	Janet Watson
	Leeds
	Phonology, morphology, Arabic, Modern South Arabian, language documentation

	Claire Honess
	York
	


Appendix E: Grade descriptors for Subject Cluster Committees (revised for 2016 application cycle)

	
	Quality of student 
(weighted x8)
	Quality of project proposal
(weighted x7)
	Fit with Unit and WRoCAH
(weighted x5)

	
	Evaluation of quality of student based on their previous academic achievements, research to date (where relevant) 
 AND, WHERE RELEVANT
relevant work history, particularly for students with non-standard academic trajectories.
	Evaluation of quality of project proposal based on significance, originality and clarity of the project outline, and ability to write for non-specialists. 
 AND, WHERE RELEVANT
Where relevant, evaluation of the approach and refinement of project during first year of research
	Evaluation based on the Unit’s description of the fit of the student with the research strategy and activities of the Unit.
AND
The student’s ability to articulate how they will use the resources of the Unit, as well as their enthusiasm to engage with the opportunities available to them through being a member of a WRoCAH cohort.
 AND, WHERE RELEVANT
evaluation of how these have been addressed in the first year) and fit with Unit research strategy and strengths.

	5
	Outstanding first at UG and clear evidence of progress towards /award of Distinction at Masters 
and/or 
Clear evidence of equivalent outstanding work experience to MA distinction level.
and
Full and consistent evidence and justification for the statements made regarding student’s quality.
and, where relevant
Clear evidence of exceptional academic research quality in doctoral research to date.

	An outstanding application.
The project should be ground-breaking with an exceptional degree of originality. The proposal should demonstrate exceptional awareness and understanding of previous relevant research. There should be a clear outline of the research project and methods, and a clear articulation of how this research will add to the body of knowledge in this area.
The project proposal should be clearly communicated to non-specialists.
Where relevant, also outstanding description of research approach and methodologies in doctoral research to date.

	Excellent alignment of student to Unit research strategy and strengths.
Excellent evidence that the student will contribute to and use the resources of the Unit, including contribution to established cross-institutional or interdisciplinary research networks, research with named external partners and/or open up new opportunities for these activities.
Excellent evidence that the student understands, and sees how they can engage with, the opportunities offered by WRoCAH including training and research support.
Exceptional evidence of self awareness relating career aspirations to development needs including, where relevant, exceptional evidence of development needs being addressed in first year of research.

Where relevant, also excellent evidence of contribution to Unit and use of resources in doctoral research to date.

	4
	First at UG and clear evidence of progress towards/ award of Distinction at Masters 
and/or
Clear evidence of equivalent outstanding work experience to MA distinction level.
and
Full and consistent evidence and justification for the statements made regarding student’s quality.
and, where relevant
Clear evidence of exceptional academic research quality in doctoral research to date.

	An excellent application.
The project should be excellent with a high degree of originality. The proposal should demonstrate good awareness and understanding of previous relevant research. There should be a clear outline of the research project and methods, and a clear articulation of how this research will add to the body of knowledge in this area.
 Writing shows sensitivity to non-specialists.
Where relevant, also good description of research approach and methodologies in doctoral research to date.

	Good alignment of student to Unit research strategy and strengths.
Strong evidence that the student will contribute to and use the resources of the Unit, including contribution to established cross-institutional or interdisciplinary research networks, research with named external partners and/or open up new opportunities for these activities.
Strong evidence that the student understands, and sees how they can engage with, the opportunities offered by WRoCAH including training and research support.
Strong evidence of self awareness relating career aspirations to development needs including, where relevant, strong evidence of development needs being addressed in first year of research.

Where relevant, also strong evidence of contribution to Unit and use of resources in doctoral research to date.

	3
	First at UG or clear evidence of progress towards/ award of Distinction at Masters 
and/or 
Good evidence of equivalent work experience.
and
Good evidence and justification for the statements made regarding student’s quality.
and, where relevant
Evidence of exceptional academic research quality in doctoral research to date.

	A very good application.
The project should be very good with a satisfactory degree of originality. The proposal should demonstrate some awareness and understanding of previous relevant research. There should be an outline of the research project and methods, and some articulation of how this research will add to the body of knowledge in this area.
Writing may show some sensitivity to non-specialists.
Where relevant, also some description of research approach and methodologies in doctoral research to date.
	Satisfactory alignment of student to Unit research strategy and strengths.
Satisfactory evidence that the student will contribute to and use the resources of the Unit, including contribution to established cross-institutional or interdisciplinary research networks, research with named external partners and/or open up new opportunities for these activities.
Satisfactory evidence that the student understands, and sees how they can engage with, the opportunities offered by WRoCAH including training and research support.
Satisfactory evidence of self awareness relating career aspirations to development needs including, where relevant, satisfactory evidence of development needs being addressed in first year of research.

Where relevant, satisfactory evidence of contribution to Unit and use of resources in doctoral research to date.

	2
	2.1 at UG and a Pass award at Masters 
and/or 
Some evidence of equivalent outstanding work experience.
and
Some evidence and justification for the statements made regarding student’s quality.
and, where relevant
Some evidence of exceptional academic quality in doctoral research to date.

	A good application.
The project should be good with some degree of originality. The proposal may demonstrate gaps in awareness and understanding of previous relevant research, in the research methods, and in the articulation of how this research will add to the body of knowledge in this area.
Writing may show some sensitivity to non-specialists.
Where relevant, little description of research approach and methodologies in doctoral research to date.

	Some alignment of student to Unit research strategy and strengths.
Some evidence that the student will contribute to and use the resources of the Unit, including contribution to established cross-institutional or interdisciplinary research networks, research with named external partners and/or open up new opportunities for these activities.
Some evidence that the student understands, and sees how they can engage with, the opportunities offered by WRoCAH including training and research support.
Some evidence of self awareness relating career aspirations to development needs including, where relevant, some evidence of development needs being addressed in first year of research.

Where relevant, some evidence of contribution to Unit and use of resources in doctoral research to date.

	1
	2:1 at UG and a Pass-level trajectory in marks to date for Masters
and/or 
Lack of evidence of equivalent outstanding work experience.
and
Lack of specific and consistent evidence and justification for the statements made regarding student’s quality.
and, where relevant
Lack of evidence of exceptional academic research quality in doctoral research to date.

	A reasonable application.
The project should be satisfactory but may show little originality. The proposal may demonstrate substantial weaknesses in awareness and understanding of previous relevant research, in the research methods, and in the articulation of how this research will add to the body of knowledge in this area
Writing may show little sensitivity to non-specialists.
Where relevant, no description of research approach and methodologies in doctoral research to date.

	Little or no alignment of student to Unit research strategy and strengths.
Little evidence that the student will contribute to and use the resources of the Unit, including contribution to established cross-institutional or interdisciplinary research networks, research with named external partners and/or open up new opportunities for these activities.
Little or no evidence that the student understands, and sees how they can engage with, the opportunities offered by WRoCAH including training and research support.
Little or no evidence of self awareness relating career aspirations to development needs including, where relevant, little or no evidence of development needs being addressed in first year of research.

Where relevant, little or no evidence of contribution to Unit and use of resources in doctoral research to date.


Appendix F: Using Google to access WRoCAH applications - Unit Guidance

Getting Started

You will need your @wrocah.ac.uk Google login to access the applications. If you have not received, this please contact the WRoCAH office and we will get one sorted out for you immediately.

To access the applications:

1. Log into Google using your @wrocah.ac.uk login.

You can do this from the main www.google.co.uk page by using the Sign in button in the top right hand corner of the screen.
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If you already run another Google account for your university or personal email you will need to add another account by clicking on the drop arrow down next to your name in the top right hand corner of the Google screen.
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2. Once you are logged in, go to your Google Drive

To do this, click on the square of 9 dots in the top right hand corner of your screen and choose the [image: image6.png]Drive



option.










3. Then, choose the [image: image7.png]‘Shared with me.




 option from the menu on the left hand side of the page.


4. You will see a folder called “WRoCAH Applications for 2016 entry”. Click on this folder.

5. This will take you to a folder in Google Drive that will have three folders, one for each institution. Depending on your settings, it may look like this, or as a list.
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You can toggle between the different views by using the button in the top right hand corner of your screen.
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	or
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6. Click on the relevant folder and you will see a list of Units at that institution. 

Once they have been checked for eligibility by the Central Scholarships office at your institution, the applications will appear in your Unit’s folder..
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Please do not move or delete any applications from your Unit’s folder!
The Application Documents

Each application has been created as a Google Document. The data for the application itself is stored elsewhere, these documents are a secure way to share the applications with you.

For those of you who have done this before, this year the application documents are READ ONLY. Your Unit evaluations are completed in a separate form (link below). There are no sidebars to access this year, which should be a relief to everyone!
Only PG administrators and Graduate Chairs/PG Research Tutors in each Unit have initial access to the your Unit’s applications. Follow the instructions here to download the applications for further distribution within your Unit.

	To download applications from Google Drive

	To do this, click in the check box to the left of the application, then choose:
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You can choose multiple applications to download by using the CTRL or SHIFT keys. 

Multiple applications will be downloaded in a .zip format to reduce their size.
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Completing the Unit Evaluations

You only need to complete and submit a Unit Evaluation for the students you are forwarding to WRoCAH Cluster Committees for evaluation.

This year, Unit evaluations will be completed in a SEPARATE Google form.  Please complete only ONE evaluation form for EACH student you are forwarding for consideration!

Link to the Unit Evaluation form: http://bit.ly/wrocah-unit-evaluation 
To complete the evaluation you will need to enter:

1. The student’s 9 digit ID

2. Their name (as a failsafe!)


Remember to click SUBMIT at the end of the form for each student!

The WRoCAH Office will be be able to see once a document has been evaluated by a Unit.

If you submit an evaluation and then realise you have entered some information incorrectly, don’t worry.  Please just email office@wrocah.ac.uk and it is easily sorted out.
If you have any difficulty at all accessing or using Google Drive or following the instructions above, please do not hesitate to contact the WRoCAH Office on: 01904 32 8132 or email office@wrocah.ac.uk
Appendix G: Using Google to access WRoCAH applications - Cluster Committee Peer Reviewer Guidance

Getting started

To access the applications:

1. Log into Google using your @wrocah.ac.uk login.

You can do this from the main www.google.co.uk page by using the Sign in button in the top right hand corner of the screen.
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If you already run another Google account for your university or personal email you will need to add another account by clicking on the drop arrow down next to your name in the top right hand corner of the Google screen.
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2. Once you are logged in, go to your Google Drive

To do this, click on the square of 9 dots in the top right hand corner of your screen and choose the [image: image17.png]Drive



option.










3. Then, choose the [image: image18.png]‘Shared with me.




 option from the menu on the left hand side of the page.


4. You will see a folder called “WRoCAH Applications for 2016 entry”. Click on this folder.

This will take you to a folder that will have seven sub-folders, one for each Cluster. Click on the one for your cluster.
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You can toggle between the different views by using the button in the top right hand corner of your screen.
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The Application Documents

Each application has been created as a Google Document. The data for the application itself is stored elsewhere, these documents are a secure way to share the applications with you.

For reviewers who have reviewed before, this year the application documents are READ ONLY. Your reviews are completed in a separate form which you will be sent directly - there are no sidebars to access this year, which should be a relief to everyone!
You may wish to download the applications so you can view them offline. Follow the instructions below to do this

	To download applications from Google Drive

	To do this, click in the check box to the left of the application, then choose:

[image: image22.png]



 then [image: image23.png]¥ Download




You can choose multiple applications to download by using the CTRL or SHIFT keys. 

Multiple applications will be downloaded in a .zip format to reduce their size.
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Please do not move, delete or rename any applications from your Cluster’s folder in Google Drive.
Completing the reviews

You will only need to complete and submit a review for the students you have been allocated.

This year, the Cluster Committee reviews will be completed in a SEPARATE Google form.  You will need to complete one evaluation form for EACH student you are reviewing. 

As soon as your Cluster Chair has allocated the applications in your Cluster to individual reviewers, you will be sent the link directly with a request to complete the Peer Review for that student.

To complete the review you will need to enter:

1. The student’s 9 digit ID

2. Their name (as a failsafe!)


Then you will need to enter your own notes on the student’s application and the Unit’s supporting statements and score against the three criteria:

- Quality of student
- Quality of project proposal
- Fit with WRoCAH

Please refer to the grade descriptors in Appendix E when completing your reviews and remember to click SUBMIT at the end of the form for each student you are reviewing!

The WRoCAH Office will be be able to see when you have completed your reviews.

If you submit a review and then realise you have entered some information incorrectly, don’t worry.  Please just email office@wrocah.ac.uk and it is easily sorted out.
If you have any difficulty at all accessing or using Google Drive or following the instructions above, please do not hesitate to contact the WRoCAH Office on: 01904 32 8132 or email office@wrocah.ac.uk
AHRC Subject Coverage:


http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/What-We-Do/Fund-world-class-research/Subject-coverage/Pages/Subject-coverage.aspx
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